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In the very early days, before any offside law was introduced, an advanced guard of forwards sometimes
charged down in front of their man carrying the ball.
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As far back as 1602 one reads in describing the game: “It is prohibited to deal a foreballe "which
undoubtedly referred to “pass forward.”
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1846. In the Rules at Rugby School it was laid down:-
“Aplayer is off his side if the ball has touched one of his side behind him, until the other party kick it.”
“A player being off his side is to consider himself as out of the game, and is not to touched the ball or
in any way to intercept the play, and is of course incapable of holding the ball.”
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In 1866 in “Laws of Football as played at Rugby School,” there was nothing as to what this consisted of,
the only mention being: “knocking on and throwing forward are disallowed; in case of this rule
being broken a catch from such a knock or throw, shallbe equivalent to a fair catch.”
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In 1874 the Rugby Union described what this was, the Law reading: “‘Knocking on,’ i.e. deliberately
hitting the ball with the hand, and ‘throwing forward,” i.e. throwing the ball in the direction of the
opponent's goal-line, are not lawful. If the ball be either ‘knocked on’ or ‘thrown forward’ the
captain of the opposing side may (unless a fair catch has been made), knocked or thrown on and
there put down.”
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In 1874 Rugby Union laid down: “The captains of the respective sides shall be the sole arbiters of
all disputes.” The captains used to meet and exchange views on certian points before the match.
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| In 1881 neutral referees for all matches. |
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In 1883 the word “deliberately” was deleted.
Evidently trouble was experienced in throwing in from touch, when knocking on was resorted to, for in
1888 the Rugby Union brought out the following Law:
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Knocking on," i.e. hitting the ball with the hand, and ‘throwing forward," i.e. throwing the ball
in the direction of the opponents goal line are not lawful. If the ball is either knocked or thrown
forward the captain of the opponent side may (unless a fair catch has been made) require to have
it brought back to the spot where it was so knocked or thrown, and there put down ; unless it be
knocked on from a throw out from touch, in which case the opposite side may claim either (1) a
free Kkick, such free kick to be taken at the spot where the knock on occurred such free kick not to
count a goal; or (2) a scrummage at the spot where the knock on occurred.™

The International Board did not have this and in the dispute between England and the other Unions
that was on this time, this was objected to by the other Unions.
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In 1892 the dispute had been made up ; a definition for knocking on and throwing forward was
introduced (see Law I1) in which “a throw out of touch cannot be claimed as a throw forward," and
the Law was : “In case of a throw-forward or knock on the ball shall, on a claim by the opposite
side, be at once brought back to where such infringement took place, and there put down, unless a
fair catch has been made and claimed."
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In 1896 with the introduction of the Advantage Law, and the abolition of the necessity for claiming, the
Law was changed to : “In the case of a throw-forward or knock-on, the ball shall be at once
brought back to where such infringement took place and there put down, unless a fair catch has
been made and claimed, or unless the opposite side gain an advantage."
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